
Sister Rita Slattery, CSC
(Sister M. Rita Edward) 
April 11, 1933 – November 29, 2021

These memories were lovingly prepared and written by  
Sister Karla McKinnie, CSC, who read them at Sister Rita’s 
funeral on December 3, 2021.

Sister Rita Slattery was a woman of many talents and 
unending openness to the promptings of God. She touched 
many lives throughout her 88 years of life in her varied 
ministries. A teacher, an administrator, a pastoral care minister, 
a mentor, a community superior, a missionary, and a supporter 
of her family, whom she loved dearly. The director of pastoral 
care at Mission Hospital in Mission Viejo, California, captured 
the sentiment of several when he said he hit the jackpot with 
Rita, a volunteer and certified chaplain. Anyplace or anyone 
who worked with Rita could say the same thing — they hit the 
jackpot. She was called to many ministries. Sister Madeleine 
Marie (Clayton), CSC, pointed out that even as she retired at 
Saint Catherine by the Sea Convent, Ventura, California, Sister 
Rita said yes to being the assistant superior.

In recent years when she came to Saint Mary’s for vacation, 
she always visited the sisters in the convent. Her spirit of 
hope, her gentle ways and her graciousness exuded from 
her, bringing a sense of peace to those she encountered. As 
a good listener, she gave each person time and attention, 
making them know that they were a friend and precious to her.

Sister Patricia Anne Clossey, CSC, was a friend of Rita for  
40 years. She saw her as a mentor, a wisdom figure and a 
strong supporter of her and her ministries. In her later years at 
Saint Catherine’s, Rita and Pat would take a bag lunch out on 
the lanai and chat, catching up and hatching dreams.



Rita’s interests were many. She loved to read and would 
spend hours reading. It was noted that she read the newspaper 
from cover to cover, especially enjoying the editorials. She 
always had a good book going and would recommend books 
to others. She was up on the happenings of the world, the 
community and her own family.

She loved her family, making them a priority. Sister Patricia 
Riley, CSC, recalled that Rita remembered her mother as 
a woman of deep faith. Monsignor Thomas Blackwell, the 
pastor of her home parish, knew the Slatterys well and wrote 
of Rita, “I feel qualified to make an accurate estimate of her 
character and ability. She comes from a staunch Catholic family 
and reflects the superior qualities associated with this rich 
background.” For several years, Rita lived with her sister, Sister 
Marian Therese, who was also a Holy Cross sister, enjoying 
time together and standing by her in her final illness. While 
missioned in Ventura these last few years, she was able to be 
with family and support them when there was a need. Losing 
her sister, Mary, was a heartbreaker for Rita. She would call her 
brother, Bill, especially after a football game to evaluate plays 
and players. She remained close to her nieces and nephews. 
Sister Jeanne Clennon, CSC, pointed out that Rita was grateful 
that her sister Patty’s children provided her with the best 
possible care.

Rita loved a good time. Sister Patricia Riley said that she 
and Sister Eileen Dewsnup, CSC, would join Rita and go to a 
favorite restaurant with a bottle of wine. The waiter would open 
it and they would sit and chat. She also enjoyed spending time 
at the mall, especially Barnes and Noble, where she looked for 
good books.

In community, she exhibited patience, good listening, 
graciousness, compassion, generosity and calm dignity. 



According to Sister Patricia Gantz, CSC, Rita was a vibrant 
presence with a nonjudgmental view of life, who would go 
calmly with the flow of things with a sense of hope. She had 
a strong sense of self, which gave her confidence to face any 
assignment with a positive attitude. It was noted that she was 
a reflective person who was not impulsive, always taking time 
to think things over and discern. Her good organizational skills 
and sense of order made her a good leader. Sister  
M. Joseph Cecile (Voelker), CSC, gave an example of Sister 
Rita’s organizing skills. When Rita was being moved from 
Ventura to Saint Mary’s, Sister Joseph Cecile offered to mail 
anything that wouldn’t fit but Rita said, “Oh no, Joseph, that 
won’t be necessary. I have practice-packed.”

Beth McPherson, a former Holy Cross sister, wrote that she 
would always remember Rita as a loyal friend, gracious, most 
hospitable, simply a very lovely woman, one of the many 
good and faithful CSCs. Sister Dolores Jean Bray, CSC, said 
that Rita bore her last illness the way she lived her life, with 
graciousness and peace. She has now joined many friends and 
family who, I am sure, are rejoicing with her as she entered 
heaven.


